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Paraguay's top military leader has threatened to intervene in the country's general elections,
scheduled for May 9. In statements to reporters April 28, Army Gen. Lino Oviedo bluntly stated
that the military "is not ready to run the risk of accepting" any opposition party in the presidency,
and will only back a victory by the ruling Colorado party. He said the military's decision is final,
"no matter who likes it, no matter whom it bothers, no matter whom it hurts...and no matter
who complains." Oviedo added that the military will "co-govern with the glorious and immortal
Colorado party...until the country attains true social welfare and justice." Oviedo lambasted the
opposition candidates for proposing to reduce the size of the high command, slice the budget, cut
provisions for the military, and eliminate troops. "We have just as much courage, determination
and balls as they," said Oviedo. "We will not stand by with our arms crossed." The military has
good reason to fear an opposition victory on May 9. According to recent public opinion polls,
the opposition Independent National Encounter (Encuentro Nacional, EN) candidate Guillermo
Caballero Vargas is currently in the lead, and opposition candidate Domingo Laino of the Authentic
Radical Liberal Party (Partido Liberal Radical Autentico, PLRA) is in second place. The candidate
of the ruling Colorado Party (formally known as the National Republican Association Asociacion
Nacional Republicana, ANR), Juan Carlos Wasmosy, is running third in the race. A total of seven
parties will participate in the bid to elect a president, vice president, 80 federal deputies, 45 federal
senators, and governors of the country's 17 departments. President Andres Rodriguez who has
repeatedly denied that the government or military will interfere in any way in the upcoming
elections attempted to minimize the impact of Oviedo's statements, saying they reflected only
the General's personal opinions. However, Air Force chief Gen. Jose Cespedes has expressed
his support for Oviedo's position, indicating that a willingness to intervene in order to ensure a
Colorado victory is shared among the military high command. In addition, opposition politicians
and political analysts have argued that Oviedo would not have spoken out without the prior
knowledge and support of Rodriguez. According to PLRA congressional candidate Rafael Hermes
Saguier, Oviedo is "a tool" of the President and the Colorado Party leadership. According to
Saguier, Rodriguez is seeking to intimidate the population with threats of military intervention in
the elections in the hope that large numbers of voters will thus cast their ballots for Wasmosy to
avert a coup d'etat. On the same day as Oviedo's statements, a group of Colorado party legislators
denounced "irregularities" in the voter registration lists and called on the Supreme Electoral
Council to suspend the elections. The request was rejected by the Supreme Court on May 4, just
five days before the scheduled election date. Oviedo's statements and efforts by the Colorado party
to disrupt the electoral process are not the only factors generating concern over the legitimacy
of the electoral process. In mid-April, for example, Laino accused the government of having met
with top military leaders, cabinet members, and Colorado party officials in order to approve a plan
for the use of public resources in the ruling party's campaign effort. On April 18, Education and
Culture Minister Raul Sapena Brugada submitted his resignation after coming under fire for his
highly publicized opposition to the government's use of public school teachers and students to
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campaign in favor of Wasmosy. Likewise, all members of the independent Educational Reform
Council also resigned in protest over the government's use of the school system for electoral
ends. Despite the increasingly tense atmosphere surrounding the elections, opposition party
leaders have called on their supporters to "maintain calm," since they fear that mass protests
could provoke military mobilization. Meanwhile, as election day approaches, political leaders from
neighboring countries, as well as from the US and Europe, have made it increasingly clear that any
breach of constitutionality in Paraguay will not be tolerated. On April 29, for example, Argentine
President Carlos Menem met with candidates Laino and Caballero Vargas in the city of Posadas,
located on the Argentine border with Paraguay. Menem's message was subsequently echoed by
Argentine Foreign Minister Guido di Tella: "A country which abandons democracy is condemned
to ostracism." On April 30, US President Bill Clinton sent a message to Rodriguez, calling on him
to "do everything possible" to protect the transition to the country's first democratically elected
government in 60 years. Concern over the situation in Paraguay also emerged on May 3 at a meeting
of European and Latin American legislators held in Sao Paulo, Brazil. In a communique, legislators
expressed confidence that the Paraguayan electoral process will conclude without fraud and with
full respect for the constitution. European Parliament member Spaniard Manuel Medina told
reporters that "aid agreements between the European Community and Paraguay are contingent on
democracy. If Paraguayan democracy is ruptured, [European] cooperation would be immediately
suspended." European Parliament president Egon Klepsch announced he would travel to Paraguay
immediately to meet with Rodriguez and Paraguayan congressional leaders, while a delegation of
the parliament's commission on relations with South America, led by Medina, was set to travel to
Paraguay May 7 in order to monitor the elections. As of early May, international electoral observer
missions already in Paraguay included a 75-member Organization of American States (OAS)
delegation led by OAS Secretary General Joao Baena Soares, and a delegation from the Atlantabased Carter Center, headed by former US president Jimmy Carter. (Sources: Notimex, 04/18/93,
05/03/93; Agence France-Presse, 04/20/93, 04/21/93, 04/28- 30/93, 05/04/93, 05/05/93; Spanish news
service EFE, 04/27/93, 04/29/93, 04/30/93, 05/02-05/93)
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